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so, it has restricted its own number and the number of visitors. It
was impossible to avoid limitation of the number of visitors -when
the number of delegates was limited. The question therefore before
the Committee was to devise a method of selection. The only
qualification possible was a monetary qualification subject to free
tickets for a few distinguished guests. The idea is purely to restrict
the number of applicants, not to make money. For the first time,
the annual gathering will cease to be an instrument for collecting
funds for the annual expenditure. Elaborate preparations in-
cluding exhibition, musical concerts and popular lectures by all
the celebrated speakers of the day for a fee of eight annas per day
are in progress. The prohibitive fee has been imposed only for
visitors to the Congress session, the idea being to discourage
applications from visitors. 1 am anxious that the public should
understand and appreciate the position of the Reception Com-
mittee upon whose shoulders devolves the responsibility of orga-
nizing the first session under the new constitution and under
exceptional circumstances. The success of the Congress depends
principally upon the willing and hearty co-operation of every
member of the public.
WAR ON THE KHADI CAP
Mr. Dharamadas Udharam of Karachi writes, saying that he
was cashiered by his employers Messrs Forbes Campbell and Co.,
for having dared to wear the khadi cap. I congratulate him upon
his courage in accepting dismissal rather than giving up his cap.
If he were not demoralized, every clerk serving no matter where
would invite dismissal by a simultaneous adoption of the khadi
cap. This would really have the effect of the firms recognizing the
inevitable and seeing the folly of warring against harmless dress.
Indeed this war is being waged to strike awe among employees
and keep them submissive and even unmanly. In Madras the
Director of Public Instruction will not allow the inspectors of
schools to introduce spinning-wheels if only because, the Direc-
tor says, they are given a political significance. On the same
reasoning even a lecture on abstinence should be taboo because
it has for non-co-operators a political significance. This war
against swadeshi in a variety of ways shows that it is distasteful
to the Government. In other words the Government cannot
tolerate the economic independence of India. Should these
indications not make us resolute in the prosecution of the swa-
programme?